How do I write a motion?

Any student at Newcastle University can write a motion to be submitted to council. This

means that every student has the chance to influence Union Policy. It is really simple – just

follow the steps below.




An example of a motion:

This Council Notes:

1. Many other Students’ Unions have changed the title of their Council meetings from

‘Union Council’ to ‘Student Council’.

2. That to change the name of this Union’s meeting to ‘Student Council’ would

be in line with other steps taken by the Sabbatical Officers to clarify the proceedings at

Council and to open them up to the participation of all student groups.

This Council Believes:
1. That the name Union Council is confusing for students, they do not identify with it

and therefore are not aware that it is a meeting for students.

2. The name ‘Student Council’ is implicit that it involves students and is more

relevant to the students of today.

3. That it is important to make language more accessible and to encourage active

student involvement.

This Council Resolves:

1. That the name of ‘Union Council’ be changed to ‘Student Council’.

2. Therefore in the Constitution and Strategy & Guidance Documents, to change all

references to ‘Union Council’ to ‘Student Council’

3. In the formulation of motions, the titles ‘This Council Notes’ etc. to be changed to

‘This Student Council Notes’ etc.
Proposed: 
Joe Bloggs

Seconded:
Josephine Bloggs
Student Council Notes





This section of the motion is about FACTS. Here you state solid facts about something


which relates to your proposal.





For example: Student Council notes that Newcastle University charges students for library books which are overdue.





Student Council Believes





This section of the motion sums up your OPINION about the fact which you have just


mentioned.





For example: Student Council believes that these fines go against principles of free access for all.





Student Council Resolves





This section is where you suggest your SOLUTION to council about the issues which you


have raised in the above sections.





For example: Students’ Union Council resolves that the Union should campaign against the library fines at Newcastle University.








